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”The Swedish Rescue Services Agency shall in 
cooperation with relevant authorities and organizations, 
and by co-ordination from National Centre for Learning 
from Incidents and Accidents (NCO), build a database 
that provides a holistic perspective on natural hazards in 
Sweden, based on the actors documented lessons 
learning”

(Government Commission, 2005)



Incidents and Accidents in Sweden

On average 3000 persons die in accidents each year

Direct societal costs for accidents are estimated at 
almost 260 billion $ / year.

The probability to die in a natural hazard is 1x10-6 / year
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Swedish Natural Hazards Information System,
- gathered and holistic learning from past events

• Place, time, type of hazard
• Cause
• Prevention & preparedness
• Course of event
• Hazard impact
• Lessons observed & learned

--------------------------------------
• Reports (pdf-files)
• Other information 
• Graphics / Photo

Tuve landslide, 1977
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Lessons learning barriers

Exist at different levels and in different phases

• Power structures and 
selective memory 

• Self-defence mechanisms
• Personal or systematic 

responsibility?
• Time since last hazard –

hazard experience
• Generalisation
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”… we can no longer rely solely on past 
events and trends to prepare for the 
future” (Pelling, 2007)

Lessons learning

Demography 

Urbanisation

Climate change 

Swedish Natural Hazards Information System
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