ROLE OF THE TURKISH NEW'S
MIEDIA IN DISAST ER
PREPAREDNESS

PROE. NECATI DEDEOGLU
AKDENIZ UNIVERSITY, FACULTY OF MEDICINE
ANTALYA TURKEY



Miedia’'s primany fiunction IS giVing news

Media can also infiluence how: disasters are
concieved by the peeple

As such,media may play an important role in:
- Disaster risk perception
- Disaster preparedness



95 9% of Turkey sland isunder earthguake risk













RATIONALE OF THE STUDY

= Data collection and decumentation are
Important for evaluation and planning anead.

s N norms or' standard methods fior' collection
of health data afiter disasters exists.

= VoH does not have any: Information:about
causes of death, kinds of Injury, drugs and
equipments used during disasters.

m [ herefore; every disaster is a completely new
experience.



MIETHODS

3 daily newspapers were scrutinised fior news coveliage
of the 10/major earthguakes I/ Tiurkisn histony.

1939 Erzincan 1975 Lice
1946 Varto 1976 Caldiran
1966 Varto 1983 Erzurum
1970 Gediz 1992 Erzincan

1971 Bingol 1999 Kocadli



MIETHODS

Papers\werie examined starting frem the first day: of
the disaster to the day When disastier news no
longelt appeared

TV coverage could be examined only. for thelast 20
years.

Archives of the Nationall Library Was accessed to
getithe data

No detailed health report or health data about these
disasters existed in MOH records



EINDINGS

Press coverage in all papers was similar te each other

Eirist news appearned on the second day: and ended In 2 1o
3 weeks (excluding the last big onein 1999)

All earthguakes came as abig surprise to hoth the public
and responsible officials.

Chaes and confusion of authorities during the first fiew
days, Injustice and disorder In distributing aid material
was common In alll earthguakes

The military was always first to - arriveln the disaster
area



EINDINGS

Geographic and climatic conditions have hindered
iescue and aid efforts.

No newsexist of responsible contractors and engineers
of collapsad buildingsever belng;tried or punished.

TThere were no news of Infectious disease epldemics,
only few cases of resp. Infiections and diarrhoea

No efifiorts fior mitigation and preparedness could'lbe
documented until the last eathguake (17 000 killed)

TV reaches more people and has more Impact



DISCUSSION

Mass mediais imperativein communicating news and
Information toithe public

It can al'so help clear Inaccurate rumors

It caniinfluence public attitude tewards preparation for
disasters

People trust it more than the administrators or the Red
Crescent

It can be a good source of data where no recerds exist




DISCUSSION

IHowever, the present study hasrevealed that the press
has/liargely failedin advoecating preparedness and
mitigation te the public

One reason may. be that goals,ef the media ( profit)
and state may: net always coincide

In disasters, experienced spokepersons can better deal
Withithe press-and also enlist its aid.

TV s a better tool fior Infoermation and education
Growing use of the internet holds promisesiin Turkey
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