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Media’sMedia’s primaryprimary functionfunction is is givinggiving newsnews

MediaMedia can can alsoalso influenceinfluence howhow disastersdisasters areare
concievedconcieved byby thethe peoplepeople

As As suchsuch,,mediamedia maymay playplay an an importantimportant role in:role in:
-- DisasterDisaster risk risk perceptionperception
-- DisasterDisaster preparednesspreparedness



95 % of 95 % of Turkey’sTurkey’s landland is is underunder earthquakeearthquake riskrisk









RATIONALE OF THE STUDYRATIONALE OF THE STUDY

Data collection and documentation are Data collection and documentation are 
important for evaluation and planning ahead.important for evaluation and planning ahead.
No norms or standard methods for collection No norms or standard methods for collection 
of health data after disasters exists.of health data after disasters exists.
MoH does not have any information about MoH does not have any information about 
causes of death, kinds of injury, drugs and causes of death, kinds of injury, drugs and 
equipments used during disasters.equipments used during disasters.
Therefore; every disaster is a completely newTherefore; every disaster is a completely new
experience. experience. 



METHODSMETHODS

3 3 dailydaily newspapersnewspapers werewere scrutinisedscrutinised forfor newsnews coveragecoverage
of of thethe 10 10 majormajor earthquakesearthquakes in in TurkishTurkish historyhistory

1939 Erzincan              1975 Lice 1939 Erzincan              1975 Lice 
1946 Varto                   1976 1946 Varto                   1976 CaldiranCaldiran
1966 Varto                    1983 Erzurum1966 Varto                    1983 Erzurum
1970 Gediz                   1992 Erzincan          1970 Gediz                   1992 Erzincan          
1971 Bingöl                   1999 Kocaeli      1971 Bingöl                   1999 Kocaeli      



METHODSMETHODS

PapersPapers werewere examinedexamined startingstarting fromfrom thethe firstfirst dayday of of 
thethe disasterdisaster toto thethe dayday whenwhen disasterdisaster newsnews no no 
longerlonger appearedappeared

TV TV coveragecoverage couldcould be be examinedexamined onlyonly forfor thethe lastlast 20 20 
yearsyears..

ArchivesArchives of of thethe NationalNational LibraryLibrary waswas accessedaccessed toto
getget thethe datadata

No No detaileddetailed healthhealth reportreport oror healthhealth data data aboutabout thesethese
disastersdisasters existedexisted in MOH in MOH recordsrecords



FINDINGSFINDINGS

PressPress coveragecoverage in in allall paperspapers waswas similarsimilar toto eacheach otherother
FirstFirst newsnews appearedappeared on on thethe secondsecond dayday andand endedended in 2 in 2 toto
3 3 weeksweeks ((excludingexcluding thethe lastlast bigbig oneone in 1999)in 1999)
AllAll earthquakesearthquakes camecame as a as a bigbig surprisesurprise toto bothboth thethe publicpublic
andand responsibleresponsible officialsofficials..
ChaosChaos andand confusionconfusion of of authoritiesauthorities duringduring thethe firstfirst fewfew
daysdays, , injusticeinjustice andand disorderdisorder in in distributingdistributing aidaid materialmaterial
waswas commoncommon in in allall earthquakesearthquakes
TheThe militarymilitary waswas alwaysalways firstfirst toto arrivearrive in in thethe disasterdisaster
areaarea



FINDINGSFINDINGS

GeographicGeographic andand climaticclimatic conditionsconditions havehave hinderedhindered
rescuerescue andand aidaid effortsefforts..
No No newsnews existexist of  of  responsibleresponsible contractorscontractors andand engineersengineers
of of collapsedcollapsed buildingsbuildings ever ever beingbeing triedtried oror punishedpunished..
ThereThere werewere no no newsnews of of infectiousinfectious diseasedisease epidemicsepidemics, , 
onlyonly fewfew casescases of of respresp. . infectionsinfections andand diarrhoeadiarrhoea
No No effortsefforts forfor mitigationmitigation andand preparednesspreparedness couldcould be be 
documenteddocumented untiluntil thethe lastlast eathquakeeathquake (17 000 (17 000 killedkilled))
TV TV reachesreaches moremore peoplepeople andand has has moremore impactimpact



DISCUSSIONDISCUSSION

MassMass mediamedia is is imperativeimperative in in communicatingcommunicating newsnews andand
informationinformation toto thethe publicpublic
ItIt can can alsoalso helphelp clearclear inaccurateinaccurate rumorsrumors
ItIt can can influenceinfluence publicpublic attitudeattitude towardstowards preparationpreparation forfor
disastersdisasters
PeoplePeople trusttrust it it moremore thanthan thethe administratorsadministrators oror thethe RedRed
CrescentCrescent
ItIt can be a can be a goodgood sourcesource of data of data wherewhere no no recordsrecords existexist



DISCUSSIONDISCUSSION

HoweverHowever, , thethe presentpresent studystudy has has revealedrevealed thatthat thethe presspress
has has largelylargely failedfailed in in advocatingadvocating preparednesspreparedness andand
mitigationmitigation toto thethe publicpublic
OneOne reasonreason maymay be be thatthat goalsgoals of of thethe mediamedia ( ( profitprofit) ) 
andand statestate maymay not not alwaysalways coincidecoincide
InIn disastersdisasters, , experiencedexperienced spokepersonsspokepersons can can betterbetter dealdeal
withwith thethe presspress andand alsoalso enlistenlist itsits aidaid..
TV is a TV is a betterbetter tooltool forfor informationinformation andand educationeducation
GrowingGrowing useuse of of thethe internet internet holdsholds promisespromises in in TurkeyTurkey
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